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DETAILED ACTION 

The action is in response to the telephonic interview on April 10, 2008. The final 
rejection has been withdrawn, and a non-final follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The computer medium should be a tangible 
medium executed by a computer. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Balson 
(2003/0033240). 

Balson discloses an electronic exchange for simulation comprising a simulation 
calculation service, a server system connected to a user terminal apparatus and a 
consultant terminal apparatus through a network, receiving a condition of the simulation 
calculation from the user terminal apparatus as a user presented condition, registering 
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the received user presented condition, receiving, from the consultant terminal 
apparatus, a bidding condition from a consultant in correspondence with the registered 
user presented condition, comparing the user presented condition with the bidding 
condition and selecting a bidding condition that coincides with the user presented 
condition, inquiring of the user terminal apparatus about whether the simulation 
calculation is to be executed on the basis of the selected bidding condition, and 
executing the simulation calculation in accordance with an answer to the inquiry (para.6- 
12, 227-229, and 273-278); estimating a price of the simulation calculation on the basis 
of the received user presented condition, and transmitting an estimation result of the 
estimated price to the user terminal apparatus and inquiring about whether the 
simulation calculation is to be executed (para.6-12, 227-229, and 273-278); the 
estimation step comprises the step of determining on the basis of the user presented 
condition whether the simulation calculation can be executed, and the inquiry step 
comprises the step of transmitting a determination result to the user terminal apparatus 
and inquiring whether the simulation calculation is to be executed (para.6-12, 227-229, 
and 273-278); when the answer to the inquiry indicates an instruction for changing the 
condition of the simulation calculation, estimating the price of the simulation calculation 
again (para.6-12, 227-229, and 273-278); billing a user who has requested the 
simulation calculation the estimated price, and paying an amount obtained by deducting 
a commission from the estimated price to a consultant who has made a successful bid 
for the simulation calculation (para.6-12, 227-229, and 273-278); causing the user 
terminal apparatus and the consultant terminal apparatus to access the server system 
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by using at least one of an Internet provider and a LAN (para. 6-1 2, 227-229, and 273- 
278); inputting the user presented condition by using one of a browser and a graphical 
user interface prepared in the user terminal apparatus, and other input means, and 
displaying a result of the simulation calculation (para. 6-1 2, 227-229, and 273-278); a 
user terminal apparatus which comprises simulation condition input means for inputting 
a simulation calculation condition, and user terminal communication means for 
transmitting the input simulation calculation condition as a user presented condition, a 
consultant terminal apparatus which comprises consultant input means for inputting a 
consultant bidding condition for the user presented condition, and consultant terminal 
communication means for transmitting the input consultant bidding condition, and a 
server system which comprises matching means comprising comparison means for 
comparing the user presented condition with the bidding condition, selection means for 
selecting a bidding condition that coincides with the user presented condition, and 
inquiry means for inquiring about whether simulation calculation is to be executed on 
the basis of the selected bidding condition, simulation means for executing the 
simulation calculation in accordance with an inquiry result, and transmission/reception 
means for transmitting the inquiry and receiving the user presented condition, the 
bidding condition, and an answer to the inquiry (para.6-12, 227-229, and 273-278); user 
terminal communication means and said consultant terminal communication means 
access said server system through at least one of an Internet provider and a LAN 
(para.6-12, 227-229, and 273-278); display means for displaying a simulation result 
(para.6-12, 227-229, and 273-278); executing estimation about the simulation 
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calculation on the basis of the user presented condition (para. 6-1 2, 227-229, and 273- 
278); estimation means comprises price estimation means for estimating a price of the 
simulation calculation (para. 6-1 2, 227-229, and 273-278); estimation means comprises 
calculation capability determination means for determining whether the simulation 
calculation can be executed (para. 6-1 2, 227-229, and 273-278); comparison means 
compares the consultant bidding condition with a rank to identify a technical capability of 
a consultant who is to execute the simulation calculation (para. 6-1 2, 227-229, and 273- 
278); comparison means selects the condition that coincide with the user presented 
condition on the basis of a priority of the simulation calculation condition (para. 6-1 2, 
227-229, and 273-278); charging means for charging for the simulation calculation 
(para. 6-1 2, 227-229, and 273-278); encryption means for encrypting a signal to be 
transmitted (para. 6-1 2, 227-229, and 273-278); trial calculation means for executing 
simulation calculation by way of trial for a non-member user (para. 6-1 2, 227-229, and 
273-278); authentication means for executing member authenticating, registration 
means for executing member registration of a user, and a DB which stores information 
of users who have already been registered as members (para. 6-1 2, 227-229, and 273- 
278); information management means for transmitting an acknowledge signal for 
requested information in response to an access request, and storage means for storing 
a result of the simulation calculation (para.6-12, 227-229, and 273-278); simulation 
result analysis means for transmitting, to the user terminal apparatus, intellectual added 
value information added by a consultant who has referred to a result of the simulation 
calculation together with the result of the simulation calculation (para.6-12, 227-229, 
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and 273-278); money reception means for receiving compensation for a consultant 
(para. 6-1 2, 227-229, and 273-278); medium that records a program for causing a 
computer to function as: price estimation means for estimating a price of simulation 
calculation on the basis of a user presented condition as a simulation condition, 
calculation capability determination means for determining on the basis of the user 
presented condition whether the simulation calculation can be executed, comparison 
means for comparing the user presented condition with a consultant bidding condition 
for the user presented condition, selection means for selecting a bidding condition that 
coincides with the user presented condition, inquiry means for inquiring about the 
simulation calculation is to be executed on the basis of the selected bidding condition; 
simulation means for executing the simulation calculation in accordance with a result of 
the inquiry, transmission/reception means for transmitting the inquiry about results from 
said price estimation means and said calculation capability determination means and 
receiving the user presented condition, the bidding condition, and answers to the results 
from said price estimation means and said calculation capability determination means, 
charging means for charging for the simulation calculation, encryption means for 
encrypting the inquiry, the user presented condition, the bidding condition, and the 
answer to the inquiry, and trial calculation means for executing simulation calculation by 
way of trial for a non-member user (para.6-12, 227-229, and 273-278). 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lalita M. Hamilton whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 6743. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday (6:30-2:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kalinowski Alexander can be reached on (571) 272-6771 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Lalita M Hamilton/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3691 



